




River Basin Map with Nodes

Surface Water Availability Assessment

Water Resource Assessments
Resource assessments along with the forecasts form the scientific 
basis for the regional WDCPs. Three resource assessments will be 
provided to the regional water planning councils:

1.Groundwater Availability
2.Surface Water Availability
3.Surface Water Quality

Assessments are completed based on the boundaries of the 
resource, not the water planning region.

Our Focus Today
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Surface Water Quality Assessment

Current Assimilative Capacity 
Assessment

Develop water quality models using available data 
and conservative assumptions 

Calibrate models to existing conditions 

Use models to conduct resource assessments to 
evaluate current  wasteload allocations

Identify areas with available assimilative capacity

Identify areas of overallocation or other challenges

Surface Water Quality Assessment



Future Assimilative Capacity 
Assessment

Use models to assist in planning by evaluating the 
water quality impacts of forecasted flows, 
proposed discharge locations, and future land use 
patterns

Based on model results, Georgia EPD will propose a 
range of discharge allocation options to the 
Regional Water Planning Councils  

Using an iterative approach, the Regional Water 
Planning Councils will then evaluate the various 
options with Georgia EPD 

Surface Water Quality Assessment

Additional Information in Future 
Council Meetings

Presentations by EPD Resource Assessment Experts 

Inputs

Key Assumptions

Outputs 

Linkages to the planning process

Sensitivity analysis

Limitations of resource assessment models

Future Joint Meetings

Resource Assessment
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Vision and Goals:

What do you want your rivers, lakes and 
groundwater to do for you and the 
citizens in your planning region? 

Why is a regional vision needed?

Guiding policy from 2004 Water Planning Act

Georgia manages water resources in a sustainable 
manner to:

1.  Support the state’s economy
2.  Protect public health and natural systems
3.  Enhance the quality of life for all citizens

Vision & Goals



Vision & Goals

The Council’s regional vision will:
• Define what the 2004 Act’s guiding policy means 

for your region

• Establish specific goals for the region’s waters in 
2050

• Guide selection of management practices 
(along with results of forecasts and resource 
assessments)

Visioning & Goal Setting Outline

Vision Goals

Management 
PracticesForecasts

Resource 
Assessments

Gaps Between 
Forecasts and

Resource Capacity



Key Issues;
Trends, Forces, 

Factors
(Kick Off + 

Meeting #1)

Themes;
Individual Ideas 

and Visions
(Meeting #2-3)

Combine into 
Working 

Regional Vision
(Meeting #3)

Forecasts, 
Assessments, 

Vision/Goals 
Practices

(Meeting #4 on)

Vision & Goals

To prepare for next meeting:
• Today:

Reflect on trends, forces and factors and 
information learned today: What are the 
major issues facing the region?

• Before the next meeting:

Outline your ideas for the future of the 
region’s water resources

Vision & Goals



Individual Ideas and Visions:

What do you want your rivers, lakes and groundwater 
to do for you and the citizens in your planning region?

Consider the following:
• Supporting the region’s and state’s economy
• Protecting public health and natural systems
• Enhancing the quality of life for all citizens

What do you want to protect?
What do you want to achieve with your water resources?

Bring your individual responses to meeting #3.

Vision & Goals

Supporting Points for Vision Statement
• Create a region that manages water as a life‐sustaining 

resource, vital to every aspect of our lives: health, economic, 
social and environmental.  
– Ensure the availability of clean water to sustain our citizenry
– Meet the highest cleanliness standards of any region in GA
– Promote economic growth in our region’s vital industries, specifically: 

agriculture, nursery
– Protect and provide multi‐use facilities that allow for clean recreation 

while accumulating for necessary demand 
– Establish strong and trusting partnerships with our neighbor regions 

to support trade and transfers and harmonious engagement for the
good of our State

– Gain public support and engagement to make our citizens the most
educated and engaged in the State as measured by use per capita and 
by proactive events to promote water conservation.



Draft Vision Statement

• Create a region unified around managing water as a 
critical resource vital to our health, economic, social 
and environmental well being.  Build trusting 
partnerships with neighboring regions and develop 
an educated and engaged citizenry that embraces 
sound water management. 
– (Richard McSpadden)
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Preview of Public Involvement 
Plan

Status
EPD is preparing and will issue a public 

involvement plan for finalization by the 
regional water planning councils.

Purpose
Plan will provide the opportunity for 

stakeholder participation from the local 
government advisory body (LGAB), other 
regional councils, and the public during the 
regional water planning process.

Public Involvement Plan



Quarterly Council Meetings
Councils will schedule quarterly meetings, at a 

minimum, during the regional water 
planning process to serve as regional forums 
for education and discussion.  
• These meetings will be consensus‐driven, 

as outlined in the MOA and operating 
procedures, and open to the public with 
meetings announced at least 24‐hours in 
advance.

Public Involvement Plan Components

Council Coordination
Councils and their regional PCs will coordinate with 

other Councils throughout the regional water 
planning process on issues such as protection of 
shared resources and coordinated selection of 
management practices.

If needed, all parties will follow dispute resolution 
procedures as outlined in the technical planning 
guidance to be provided by EPD.

Public Involvement Plan Components



Regional water planning councils will finalize 
and follow the Public Involvement Plan to 
provide for an open process.

As part of this open process, regional councils 
will receive and incorporate input from the 
Local Government Advisory Body (LGAB) and 
the public.

Regional Council Public Involvement Plan Activities
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Upper Oconee Water Planning Council 
Meeting 2: June 12, 2009

Local Elected Official Comments
3:15  – 3:30 PM



Public Comments
3:30  – 3:45 PM

Wrap‐up
Review of any Council Action Items
Council Meeting #3
Confirm date and location preferences
Draft Agenda / Topic Areas:

Resource Assessment Product Description and 
Model Sensitivity to management practices

Final Agricultural Assessments
Public Involvement Plan
Regulatory “Process” Primer

Wrap-up and Council Meeting #3



CM #3

Note:
EPD is planning up to five Joint Meetings of Regional 
Council Leadership, these dates pending.

Council Meeting 2 Evaluation
3:55  – 4:00 PM




